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Winter Nights Family Shelter’s 2018-2019 Season Has Begun
A lot has happened in 3 weeks.
Lives are beginning to change for the better.
News from Bill Shaw, WN Shelter Program Director:
This will be a busy and full season. We get
referrals from other county agencies, and the
phones have been very busy. The families who
are calling are in dire straits. They are coming
from the warming centers or were living in their
vehicles.
Three families have arrived at Winter Nights
with only the clothes on their backs.




A mother of two left a different shelter
situation. She returned later to pick up her
families’ clothes and belongings to find that
the other shelter had thrown them out. She
was heartbroken. It was all her children had,
and included school clothes, backpacks and a
few favorite toys.
A mom and dad, along with their young child,
rented rooms in a private house for many
years. The owner of the house didn’t pay the
mortgage. He went into foreclosure but did
not tell them. They were so surprised when
the sheriff arrived to evict everyone, and

Winter Nights Family Shelter
currently has 29 guests





9 families
14 moms and dads
15 children, 9 girls & 6 boys
Ages 10 months – 16 years

* One child is special needs with a
service dog

when you are locked out by the sheriff you
lose everything.
Donated gift cards to Target and Walmart,
plus other funds, have helped to provide basic
clothing and work clothes for the parents,
school clothes, backpacks and school supplies,
shoes, socks and underwear for their child, not
to mention a toothbrush!


A mother with 2 children arrived the first
week, embarrassed about being homeless
and not sure where to turn. She has a painful
dental issue and no insurance. Volunteers
and staff are working to get her the dental
help she needs.



A mother and father with their young teen
were given donated gas station gift cards to
help dad get to work. Their child is special
needs and has a service dog.



A father has found work and begins his new
job Monday.

Moving Day … Every 2 weeks Winter Nights moves to another
congregation for shelter, meals and services.

Winter Nights’ Traveling Tutor program
Peggy Woehleke – Traveling Tutor volunteer
One of the truly special programs at Winter Nights is the Traveling Tutors, coordinated by Harry Miller, a Winter Nights
volunteer. It provides daily mentoring and homework help to the children in the shelter. Every school night, two
volunteer tutors “travel” to the shelter’s current location and greet the children when they arrive. A pair of tutors works
the same night every week, giving the message that schoolwork is important when they see a familiar face ready to help.
The tutors communicate with each other, the parents and the schools to meet the educational needs of each child.
The children’s ages range from preschool to high school, so tutoring varies from counting to 20 and singing ABCs, to
helping a student analyze ‘Romeo and Juliet’ or solve a quadratic equation. The tutors are a talented, flexible team. A
typical night starts at 5pm when the children settle in to work on their homework until dinner at 6:30. Tutors eat with the
children and their families to talk about their day. After dinner there is time to read, play games or work on art projects
until lights out at 8:30.
Reading is essential to academic success so the Winter Nights’ tutors have a reading incentive program. Thirty minutes
of supervised reading (or being read to) earns each child two points, and 20 points earns them a movie ticket. Their
accomplishment is celebrated by everyone at a small ceremony before dinner. It’s wonderful to see the smiles when a
child receives a certificate of completion and a movie ticket.
Donations allow the tutors to purchase school supplies, movie tickets and maintain the iPads so students can benefit from
websites like Khan Academy, check for online homework assignments or do research for reports.
While parents are always responsible for seeing that assignments are completed, the Winter Nights Traveling Tutors are
there to show that other people care about a child’s academic success, and to help them achieve it.
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It takes $952/night to fund One Winter Night
This covers 24/7 staffing, transportation of the children to school and parents to work, a tent/bedding/towels for each family
and the costs of The Oasis day center for family services. Lives are changed each and every day.


One Winter Night is a volunteer effort to raise supplemental funds for the Winter Nights Family Shelter to


Expand the number of weeks the shelter is open beyond the first week in June to allow children to finish school
with the continuity of their tutors. (2 additional weeks in June 2019 = $ 15,000)



Fund a “Safe Parking” program for individuals and families with children living in their cars (~ $25,000)


If you would like to support Winter Nights, checks can be made out to Winter Nights
(with One Winter Night in the memo) & sent to:
Winter Nights Family Shelter
1543 Sunnyvale Ave.
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
Winter Nights web site – https://cccwinternights.org/
Winter Nights Family Shelter is a program of the Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County (ICCCC), a 501(c)(3) non-profit.
Tax ID # 94-1693225 Donations are tax deductible, and no goods or services are provided in exchange for a donation.

